
 

Amendment to the Attendance Policy During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

As of Tuesday 2nd June 2020, Bassingbourn Community Primary School will be open for priority 

groups (including the children of key workers, children with an EHCP or those in vulnerable groups). 

From Monday 8th June 2020, it will also be open for all of the children in Early Years. These eligible 

children will be strongly encouraged to attend unless they are self-isolating or they are clinically 

vulnerable. 

Is attendance compulsory at this time? 

No-one with symptoms should attend school for any reason. If someone in their household is 

extremely clinically vulnerable, children should only attend if stringent social distancing can be 

adhered to, and the child is able to understand and follow those instructions. Families should notify 

school if their child is unable to attend so that the staff can explore the reason with them and 

address barriers together if possible. 

Will parents be penalised if their child does not attend school? 
 
Parents and carers will not be penalised if their child does not attend school. We hope to work with 
and support families so that children can return to school. If children do not return to school, online 
learning will continue to be provided through the school website and Class Dojo. 
 
Under the Coronavirus Act 2020, the law has been relaxed so that the parent of a child of 
compulsory school age is not guilty of an offence on account of the child’s failure to attend regularly 
at the school at which the child is registered (section 444 of the Education Act 1996). 
 
Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. 

What should parents do if they have said their child will attend but they are unable to attend on 

any day? 

 

Families should notify school as normal if their child is unable to attend. This can be done by leaving 

a message on the answering machine (telephone number: 01763242460) or on the absence email 

(absence@bassingbourn.cambs.sch.uk). There is no need to leave messages on both the answering 

machine and the email.  

 

Morning registers will close at 9:05 am every day, and at this time we will follow up with any parent 

or carer whose child has been expected to attend and hasn’t arrived. 

 

What should I do if I want my child to attend at a later date? 

Any parent or carer who wishes their child to return to school after the start dates stated above 

must email the school office (office@bassingbourn.cambs.sch.uk) to express their wishes. We will 

accommodate the child as soon as it is possible to do so, however we ask parents and carers to 

understand that this may not be immediately be possible, due to the restrictions of class (bubble) 

sizes and the rules regarding not mixing children or staff allocated to different bubbles. 
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