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Reporting the use of Service Pupil Premium Funding 

 
Overview 
The service pupil premium is extra funding for schools to support children and young people with parents in the armed forces. Pupils attract the premium if they meet the 
following criteria: 

 one of their parents is serving in the regular armed forces 

 they have been registered as a ‘service child’ on the January school census at any point since 2014 

 one of their parents died whilst serving in the armed forces and the pupil receives a pension under the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme or the War Pensions 
Scheme 

 pupils with a parent who is on full commitment as part of the full time reserve service are classed as service children 
Schools receive £300 for each eligible pupil. The SPP is there for schools to provide mainly pastoral support for service children. 
 
Total number of pupils:   21 eligible for service pupil premium at last census 
Pupils eligible for SPP funding:  September ‘18-April ’19: 11 registered pupils 
     April ’19 – August ’19: 21 registered pupils 
 
Total amount allocated to the school for the current academic year ’18-‘19 
£4550 
 
Identified barriers for service pupils 
Bassingbourn Primary has identified the following as barriers for some of the pupils currently in receipt of Service Pupil Premium: 

 Social and emotional problems linked to transition or potential frequent relocations 

 Parents not always able to attend school events – so not able to access information / events 

 Reduced exposure to cultural / social activities due to limited transport arrangements 

 Limited access to extra-curricular activities – e.g. physical activities, activities that promote knowledge and understanding of the world 

 Anxiety / concern about parents deployed 
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Rationale for expenditure in 2018-2019 
1. Accelerated progress for any pupils falling behind as a result of posting, changes to education system or disruption within family life resulting from parents serving 

away from home: £1,800 
2. Enrichment opportunities such as the funding of clubs (enabling social integration) and the arranging of special events e.g. assemblies / celebrations to enhance 

the quality and breadth of learning experience: £1160 
3. Provision of emotional support and pastoral care for children who are affected by aspects of service life through lunch club and potential access to Allyance 

counselling services  £1,140 
4. Improving communication between school and service families and between schools (transition) £1,500 

 
Principles for using the Service Pupil Premium Grant at Bassingbourn 
Bassingbourn has a commitment to support the pastoral needs of service children. We also aim to improve the level and means of communication between service families 
and Bassingbourn Primary School. We aim to ease transitions (both in and out) of our setting.  
 
Outcomes:  

1. Accelerated progress for any pupils falling behind as a result of posting, changes to education system or disruption within family life resulting from parents 
serving away from home. 

 
The level of need for pupils in receipt of Service Pupil Premium has continued to increase over the 18/19 academic year, this has been due to children joining mid-year with 
significant gaps in their knowledge or from a different education system. As a school we identified that this was likely to impact on pupil progress. In response, we have 
continued to ensure that we carry out in-depth assessments within a fortnight of pupils arriving (allowing us efficient and swift identification of learning needs) and then 
ensure that provision leads to accelerated progress. As a consequence we have demonstrated that new arrivals have made good progress from their varied start points e.g. 
Year 4 pupil arriving achieving WTS scaled score of 92 for maths ended the year having attained EXS 108. This has been vital in supporting these children to enable them to 
be successful, therefore making learning better for all pupils. 
 
2. Enrichment opportunities such as the funding of clubs (enabling social integration) and the arranging of special events e.g. assemblies / celebrations to 
enhance the quality and breadth of learning experience. 
 
Provision was made for some pupils to receive access to external clubs so as to promote social integration where this was identified as a need. An agreement was made 
with service families in the summer ’19 that each child would receive an allocation of £60 per financial year that could be used to enhance social integration between 
service families and the wider Bassingbourn community. Special events e.g. Remembrance Tea Party for the community strengthened links and it has been agreed that 
Armed Forces Day will be celebrated annually as a school event.  
 

3. Provision of emotional support and pastoral care for children who are affected by aspects of service life through establishing lunch club and potential access to 
Allyance counselling services   
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A lunchtime club has been running enabling a sense of community and identity within the school. Equally play therapy has been made available to pupils who have 
required additional emotional support. These measures are all in place to reduce negative impacts on learning time – and have had a significant positive impact on service 
pupil progress. 
 

4. Improving communication between school and service families and between schools (transition)  
Over the last few years this funding has enabled us to develop many areas across school to enrich the curriculum and support our children to have a love of learning. 
Children who are posted here are always excited about the wide range of opportunities we offer these have included provision of the mile run, lunchtime clubs etc. The 
senior leadership team have attend liaison meetings within school and at Bassingbourn Barracks to find out more about the needs of service families and to ensure 
information is effectively shared. Improvements have been made to administration to ease transition e.g. liaison with future / past schools and co-ordinating pupil 
passports. 
 
Summary  

 The use of Service Pupil Premium funding is being utilised to maintain and improve rates of progress for identified children. 

 The positive impact of the enrichment and resource spending has been measured by feedback from parents and pupils. 

 The positive impact of having lunch clubs and input from pastoral support staff has been measured by feedback from the children and social / emotional indicators 
 
Projected amount allocated to school for the academic year ’19-’20 
£6300 
 

 Accelerated progress for any pupils falling behind as a result of posting, changes to education system or disruption within family life resulting from parents serving 
away from home: £2,200 

 Enrichment opportunities such as the funding of clubs (enabling social integration) and the arranging of special events e.g. assemblies / celebrations to enhance 
the quality and breadth of learning experience: £1,800 

 Provision of emotional support and pastoral care for children who are affected by aspects of service life through lunch club and potential access to Allyance 
counselling services: £1,600 

 Improving communication between school and service families and between schools (transition): £700 
 
 
Completed:  Mrs Marsh / Mrs Schofield 
Service Pupil Premium Co-ordinator
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